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First, allow me to reintroduce myself to you, my name is William Thomas and after serving years
with the Department of Correction, I retired as Warden of OBCC .For the past 6 months, I have
served on the Executive Board as the Business Manager and I’m proud to serve as President of the
NYC Correction Guardians Association. My initial goal as President was to listen to the voices and
concerns of the members. I have had the opportunity to talk with some of you and many of you
have expressed your concerns and comments on the NYC Correction Guardians new website www.
nyccga.org. As a result, my first act as President was to schedule an introductory meeting with
Commissioner Shriro, to discuss your concerns. The NYC Correction Guardians Association will
publish a follow-up to our meeting with Commissioner Schriro in our next newsletter.

Secondly, I would like to take this time to introduce our new Business Manager
Rick Lawson. Rick Lawson is a Correction Guardian member and a C.O from
GRVC, he brings a wealth of knowledge to the Board and we look forwarding to
working with him.
Please remember to review the Bulletin Boards at your facilities for information regarding
upcoming events and meetings. Finally, please be sure to meet your delegates, for questions
regarding delegates, please contact Jerome Rice, 2nd Vice President.
I look forward to working with each of you. Also please visit our website nyccga.com
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“STOP THE VIOLENCE, SAVE THE CHILDREN”
BY Monique Carpenter, Recording Secretary

On August 7th the Guardians launched its 1st
Annual campaign to Stop the Violence and
Save the Children in the borough of
Queens’s at Brookville Park. The campaign
was a proven success with the support of St.
Assemblyman William Scarborough, City
Councilman
James
Saunders,
Parks
Department, COBA, Correction Officers for
Christ, Municipal Credit Union and a host of
guardian members.
The Guardians believe that early intervention
in our children lives will help to prevent gang
involvement,
truancy,
death
and
incarceration. We will continue to be
involved in the communities we live in and
around to help our youths focus on a positive
way of being. We want the communities to
know that we are there to help, not just to
close the cell doors on our children. We are
in the business of opening our children minds
to the many professions within the
department providing that they take education
serious.
Remember Stopping the Violence Begins
with YOU. The Correction Guardians
gave out with face painting, games,
hamburgers and hot dogs and beverages.
If anyone would like to participate or need
further
information
on
community
outreach, you can call 347-595-5335
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HEADS UP II FREE BACK TO SCHOOL HAIRCUTS
By Larry Johnson, Treasurer
It was a cold and rainy day, but nothing prevented the Guardians from providing services to the community. On
September 12th, the Guardians along with volunteers and barbers from Heads-Up II barbershop, continued with Stop
the Violence Save the children campaign by providing free haircuts to children in the borough of the Bronx.
Jason, my personal barber and the Manager of Heads- Up II barbershop, was so intrigued by the community service
Guardians extend; he wanted to know what he could do to get help. As a result, I asked Jason if he would extend his
barber shop to the community for one day to cut children’s hair free of cost, “when children look good, they feel
good’. Jason agreed to my proposal and he asked several of his colleagues to support the project and provide free
haircuts to youth in the community.
The Guardians along with District Attorney Robert Johnson, City Councilman Jose Rivera, District Leader Badilla,
Liberty Mutual, New York Life Insurance, Zaros, Keyfood Supermarket, Heath Care Plus, and Dunkin Donuts
sponsored the children with book bags and school supplies. In addition, the children were served food and beverages
while they waited on line for their free haircut, New York Life Insurance also provided the parents an opportunity to
create a personal I.D. for their children.
102 young men received free hear cuts and they returned to school fully equipped with new supplies. In an effort to
extend our appreciation, the Guardians presented Heads-Up II barbershop with a plaque.
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BUREAU CHIEF VALERIE OLIVER
WALK THE RED CARPET OF RETIREMENT
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2010 AT CROSS ROAD SUPPER CLUB

Valerie Oliver has served a quarter of her life serving in the NYC Department of Corrections. During her tenure with the
department she moved up in the ranks with professionalism, integrity and the most important she was humble. As an
African-American woman within the department her time was not easy, but she completed it with a smile on her face. She
has been an active member of the Guardians in all ranks. The Guardians along with friends and family showed her our
appreciation during this celebration. Retired Warden Quaslin Inham hosted this celebration. We had the honors of having
the presence of retired Chief of Department Robert Davoren, retired Chief Clyton Eastmond, retired Chief Wayne Lamont,
and the entire Executive Board of the Correction Captain Association. There were awesome performances by Valerie
Flake, Tareaphe Richards, Evelyna Gaineous and the Soul Unlimited Band.
On behalf of Chief Oliver, she would like to thank each and every one of you that attended her retirement celebration, she
enjoyed every minute of it
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A UNITED FRONT
The 41ST African-American Day Parade
Sunday, September 19, 2010
For more photos go to nyccga.com

HISTORY OF AFRICAN
AMERICAN DAY PARADE, INC.

LEAD THE WAY
By Kenya Elam
It was a nice beautiful sunny day. The streets were flooded with
people from all over waiting to see the parade. The New York
City Department of Correction, which is comprised of
approximately 80% African American staff members that are
uniformed and non-uniformed prepared to march proudly down
Adam Clayton Powell Blvd. The children of the staff members
were ready and eager to participate in the parade. Although the
Grand Marshalls were Governor David Paterson, David Dinkins,
Rev. Al Sharpton, Dr. Adelaide Sanford Congressman Charles
Rangel, Comptroller William Thompson and Lillian Roberts, we
were graced with the presence of our very own Grand Marshall
Chief of the Department Larry W. Davis Sr.
Chief Davis, whose leadership skills are impeccable, and
continuously promotes unity within the department, proudly led
us up Adam Clayton Powell Boulevard. The participation by the
uniformed and non-uniformed staff members was phenomenal.
The Department of Correction battalion extended three blocks
long. We also appreciate the presence of the Deputy
Commissioner
Antonelli,
COBA,
CCA,
ADW/DW
Association, Hispanic Society, Correction Officer For Christ,
The Association of Carribean Americans, MECCA. Their
presence showed the community the diversity and how unified
the department is.
This year the Guardians wore pink ribbons to represent Breast
Cancer Awareness. We appreciated everyone participation and
cannot wait to see you next year.

The African American Day Parade was founded in
the spring of 1968. The first meeting was held at
2315 Seventh Avenue in Harlem. The founding
members were Livingston Wingate, Conrad S.
Peter, Cenie Jomo Williams, Abe Snyder, Abdel
Krim, Jacklyn Peterson, Piankhi Akinbaloye, Ennis
Francis, Leonard Davis, Bernice Bolar, Joseph
Steele, Jr., Albert Hunter and Lloyd Mayo.
Livingston Wingate and Conrad S. Peter were
elected as Co-Chairs. The parade was established as
an independent organization and does not accept
contributions. The parade was developed with the
concept of volunteerism.
The first African American Day Parade was held in
September 1969 in Harlem. The first Grand Marshal
was Congressman Adam Clayton Powell, Jr. The
parade route started at 111th Street and Seventh
Avenue and terminated at 142nd Street. Harlem was
selected as the site for the parade due to its large
representation of African people and it is the Black
capital of America.
The purpose of the parade is to provide an
opportunity for African people to join together on a
Special Day to highlight our history and salute
African people throughout America and the world
for their outstanding achievements. The parade
promotes unity, dignity and pride. The parade
extends a special arena for organizations,
dignitaries, celebrities, community leaders and
bands to showcase positive accomplishments for the
motivation of African people to achieve higher
goals.
Some of the past Grand Marshals included Denzel
Washington, Congressman Adam Clayton Powell,
Jr., Mayor David Dinkins, Congresswoman Shirley
Chisholm, Johnnie Cochran, Spike Lee, Queen
Mother Moore, Ossie Davis, Ruby Dee, Paul
Winfield, Melba Moore and many others. Many
musical celebrities have also participated in the
parade.
The parade is classified as a National parade with
Newsletter
representatives, organizations and bands from
12 6
states. It has the largest cross-section of Black
organizations in America. Over 900,000 viewers
attended the parade in 2009.
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The 41ST African-American Day Parade
Cont.
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PHOTOS BY THE BEST PHOTOGRAPHER OFFICER RALPH SMITH

TO VIEW OR PURCHASEGO TO GUARDIANCHRONICLE.COM
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Story of the Invisible Man
By Jerome L. Rice
2nd Vice President

During my journey as a Civil and Human Rights activist, I have both came across and bypass many barriers, but one
barrier that is difficult to move, is the willingness to stand up or speak up for what is right. Many of us have quietly
become too complacent with the attitude that somebody else’s struggle is not yours. When asked to put your concerns
on paper as a mean to both generate a complaint and maintain a paper trail, the tune to your complaint changes as if it
never happens. We become afraid of what may happen, not realizing that it could still happen, even if you didn’t
voice your concerns. We should not have to beg anybody for anything that we are entitled to.
Then we have those want you to speak for them, and only willing to fight the power behind close doors, but when in
public they are speechless. However, they will knock you down for a simple photo op with the person that is trying to
destroy them. We must realize that no one respect those they cannot see (Invisible Man).
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This article was extracted from the Guardian Chronicle. Visit Guardian Chronicle .com for the video.

BLACK LAW ENFORCEMENT ALLIANCE

DENOUNCES NYPD PHYSICAL REMOVAL OF
RALPH E. SMITH AT THE LABOR DAY PARADE
Press Statement: On September 6, 2010 at the Labor Day Parade on Eastern Parkway in
Brooklyn, Ralph E. Smith-the publisher of the ‘Guardian Chronicle’ was forcibly removed from the
parade route by NYPD officers who purposely prevented him from fully documenting the parade.
Ralph E. Smith is an awarded hero Correction Officer and a credentialed journalist. The ‘Guardian
Chronicle’ is an online magazine committed to “building bridges to law enforcement, community &
youth”
The BLACK LAW ENFORCEMENT ALLIANCE Director Jerome Rice states “The forcible removal
of reporter and heroic correction officer Ralph E. Smith from the Labor Day Parade route is
inexcusable. Mr. Smith was forcibly removed from the parade route at the direction of a NYPD
supervisor and denied access that other press had been given.
The New York Police Department owes Ralph E. Smith a full explanation and apology for denying
this credentialed journalist from documenting the festivities. The NYPD cannot continue to
subjectively limit and restrict access of the working press.”

Words of Information
Agent Provocateur- someone who comes into a strong organization, simply to disrupt or cause havoc. This
person pretends be part of your team with a mission to solely work in the interest of self.

Meda-Cognition- simply means Thinking about Thinking. We spend a great deal of our time, worrying about how
others view or think about us, instead of focusing on what makes us feel good. Our children today are now using the
word if versus when. For example several years ago our children would often say "When I grow up" Today they
say "If I grow up".
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GANGS AND OUR
CHILDREN
Part I
By Mary Love
It’s very difficult to be a productive parent in
America today due to the economy. Since there
is not many families that can afford to survive on
a one family income our kids are suffering. Our
children are presently raising themselves along
with the negative impact of the streets embracing
them. We are losing our kids at an all time rate to
death and incarceration.
As parent’s it is time for us to wake up and fight
for our children like never before. It’s time to put
the cell phones down, get off of Facebook or
MySpace, and stop worrying about your
relationship situation and focus on what’s
important our CHILDREN!
Everyday we walk by other people children acting
out and misbehaving and our attitude is, “their not
mine I’m not worried about them!” Please know
this those children are the same kids that will
influence your kids to go astray. They will
influence your kids to get involved in gangs, use
drugs and not attend school. So when you see the
youth acting out they are in dire need of attention
and all though they seem as though there is no
hope for them, there is!
Most people need a since of belonging so they
join groups or organizations to be accepted
amongst their peers. Well our kids think the same
way. They want to be accepted and hungry for
attention. The attention most parents don’t have
to offer. Parents of today are so busy with trying
to maintain a position at their company,
employment, the household, relationship, and
their youth that they not paying attention to what
problems they kids are facing due to peer
pressure.

A lot of you may not believe this but your
children are being initiated into gangs as
early as 8 yrs old. Most parents are under the
misconception that this will not affect my
children because they are in private school,
catholic school, charter school or because
you live in the suburbs in big fancy houses.
Wrong kids are being initiated all over and
the kids are scared to tell their parents
because of the retaliation from the gangs in
the school and in the community. None of us
can be there with our kids twenty-four seven
and the gangs prey on this. Our kids tend to
get involved to obtain acceptance, the
excitement, to earn money, the peer pressure,
protection and to socialize.
There are many ways to determine if your
child is involved with a gang. Your child
will show major negative behavior. They
greet their friends with unusual hand signals.
You might even find weapons in the clothing
while doing laundry or cleaning their room.
You also will see them writing gang graffiti
on their book bags or personal items. They
start wearing one specific color that
symbolizes a certain gang or having gang
paraphernalia.
They will also get
unauthorized tattoos of gang signs. More
than likely they will also have fairly large
sums of money.
WHAT CAN WE DO AS PARENTS TO
HELP OUR CHILDREN?
Part II next issue
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DREAMS
By Langston Hughes

POETRY CORNER:
“Don’t Blame Me”
By Geoffrey Canada
February 2007

Don’t Blame Me
The girl’s mother said, “Don’t blame me.
Her father left when she was three.
I know she don’t know her ABCs, her 1,2,3s,
But I am poor and work hard you see.”
You know the story, it’s don’t blame me.
The teacher shook her head and said,
“Don’t blame me, I know it’s sad.
He’s ten, but if the truth be told,
He reads like he was six years old.
And math, don’t ask.
It’s sad you see.
Wish I could do more, but it’s after three.
Blame the mom, blame society, blame the system.
Just don’t blame me.”
The judge was angry, his expression cold.
He scowled and said, “Son you’ve been told.
Break the law again and you’ll do time.
You’ve robbed with a gun.
Have you lost your mind?”
The young man opened his mouth to beg.
“Save your breath,” he heard instead.
“Your daddy left when you were two.
Your momma didn’t take care of you.
Your school prepared you for this fall.
Can’t read, can’t write, can’t spell at all.
But you did the crime for all to see.
You’re going to jail, son.
Don’t blame me.”
If there is a God or a person supreme,
A final reckoning, for the kind and the mean,
And judgment is rendered on who passed the buck,
Who blamed the victim or proudly stood up,
You’ll say to the world, “While I couldn’t save all,
I did not let these children fall.
By the thousands I helped all I could see.
No excuses, I took full responsibility.
No matter if they were black or white,
Were cursed, ignored, were wrong or right,
Were shunned, pre-judged, were short or tall,
I did my best to save them all.”
And I will bear witness for eternity
That you can state proudly,

Hold fast to dreams
For if dreams die
Life is a broken-winged bird
That cannot fly.
Hold fast to dreams
For when dreams go
Life is a barren field
Frozen with snow.

SUGGESTED READING
MATERIAL
Willie Lynch
The Making Of A Slave
By Willie Lynch

How Full Is Your Bucket?
By Tom Rath

FAMOUS QUOTES
“All progress is precarious, and the solution of one
problem brings us face to face with another
problem.”
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
“Almost always, the creative dedicated minority
has made the world better.”
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
“Before the Pilgrims landed at Plymouth, we were
here. Before the pen of Jefferson etched across the
pages of history the majestic words of the
Declaration of Independence, we were here. If the
inexpressible cruelties of slavery could not stop us,
the opposition we now face will surely fail.”
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr
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HISTORY CORNER
Harriet Tubman is perhaps the most well-known of
all the Underground Railroad's "conductors."
During a ten-year span she made 19 trips into the
South and escorted over 300 slaves to freedom.
And, as she once proudly pointed out to Frederick
Douglass, in all of her journeys she "never lost a
single
passenger."
Tubman was born a slave in Maryland's Dorchester
County around 1820. At age five or six, she began
to work as a house servant. Seven years later she
was sent to work in the fields. While she was still in
her early teens, she suffered an injury that would
follow her for the rest of her life. Always ready to
stand up for someone else, Tubman blocked a
doorway to protect another field hand from an angry
overseer. The overseer picked up and threw a twopound weight at the field hand. It fell short, striking
Tubman on the head. She never fully recovered
from the blow, which subjected her to spells in
which she would fall into a deep sleep.
Around 1844 she married a free black named John
Tubman and took his last name. (She was born
Araminta Ross; she later changed her first name to
Harriet, after her mother.) In 1849, in fear that she,
along with the other slaves on the plantation, was to
be sold, Tubman resolved to run away. She set out
one night on foot. With some assistance from a
friendly white woman, Tubman was on her way.
She followed the North Star by night, making her
way to Pennsylvania and soon after to Philadelphia,
where she found work and saved her money. The
following year she returned to Maryland and
escorted her sister and her sister's two children to
freedom. She made the dangerous trip back to the
South soon after to rescue her brother and two other
men. On her third return, she went after her
husband, only to find he had taken another wife.
Undeterred, she found other slaves seeking freedom
and
escorted
them
to
the
North.
Tubman returned to the South again and again. She
devised clever techniques that helped make her
"forays" successful, including using the master's
horse and buggy for the first leg of the journey;
leaving on a Saturday night, since runaway notices
couldn't be placed in newspapers until Monday
morning; turning about and heading south if she
encountered possible slave hunters; and carrying a
drug to use on a baby if its crying might put the
fugitives in danger. Tubman even carried a gun
which she used to threaten the fugitives if they
became too tired or decided to turn back, telling
them, "You'll be free or die."

HARRIET TUBMAN
1820-1913

By 1856, Tubman's capture would have brought
a $40,000 reward from the South. On one
occasion, she overheard some men reading her
wanted poster, which stated that she was
illiterate. She promptly pulled out a book and
feigned reading it. The ploy was enough to fool
themen.
Tubman had made the perilous trip to slave
country 19 times by 1860, including one
especially challenging journey in which she
rescued her 70-year-old parents. Of the famed
heroine, who became known as "Moses,"
Frederick Douglass said, "Excepting John
Brown -- of sacred memory -- I know of no one
who has willingly encountered more perils and
hardships to serve our enslaved people than
[HarrietTubman]."
And John Brown, who conferred with "General
Tubman" about his plans to raid Harpers Ferry,
once said that she was "one of the bravest
persons
on
this
continent."
Becoming friends with the leading abolitionists
of the day, Tubman took part in antislavery
meetings. On the way to such a meeting in
Boston in 1860, in an incident in Troy, New
York, she helped a fugitive slave who had been
captured.
During the Civil War Harriet Tubman worked
for the Union as a cook, a nurse, and even a
spy. After the war she settled in Auburn, New
York, where she would spend the rest of her
long life. She died in 1913.
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GUARDIAN DELEGATES:

DEMETRA FRAMPTON

AMKC

PHIL AGER

AMKC

JOANNA BRUCE

AMKC

Sgt-At-Arms / Comm. Dir

BEL. HOSP

MICHELLE ROSS

BK/BCT
BX/BXCTS

R. GRANT

Vincent Capers

Guardians New Website
“Keeping Up with today’s technology”

ELM HOSP
SANDRA STRONG

EMTC

DAWN TRAPP

OBCC

MICHELE ABRHAMS

OBCC
ESU

DAMON WALKER

GRVC

TIMOTHY FRIES

GRVC

RUTH BUSH

GMDC

LINDA EDDY

HQ

DEIDHRA ROWLAND

MDC /MCTS

As your communication director, I can proudly say that
FINALLY, we have a website to call our own. The
Guardians new website will both entertain you with the
black national anthem and allow you direct access to
the many activities going on within the department.
This very informative site will eliminate the Blame,
Justify, or Make excuses theory on why you haven’t
participated in any of our events. The new site will
allow you access to past and current newsletters, the
flexibility to renew your guardians’ application through
Pay-Pal, photos of various events and updated
information.

NIC
REGINA WASHINGTON

RMSC

MARIE SLAUGHTER

RMSC

JERMAINE SLACK

RNDC

MICHAEL FYNES

TRANS/CUST

LARRY DAVIS Jr

VCBC
WF

Because we believe that communication is the
success to all organizations, we are asking all
delegates to please relay information provided at
the membership meeting to the members. We
also want to know your concerns, promotion
and/or accomplishments. Your participation on
the committee is also vital to our success.

Contact Information
Website: http://www.nyccga.org/
Email:

joinus@nyccorrectionguardians.com

Tel:

(877) 690-6508

Mailing Address:
NYC Correction Guardians Association, Inc.
P.O. Box #690488
E.Elmhurst, NY 11368

.
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C ALEND AR

OF

EVENTS

NYC CORRECTION MEMORIAL
OCTOBER 23RD
PLACE: ANTIOCH BAPTIST CHURCH OF CORONA
103-02 NORTHERN BLVD., CORONA, NY 11368
T IME 11:30 A.M. SHARP
Remembering our fallen Heroes.

Please participate in the following committees:
Education/Scholarship Committee
By-laws Committee
Entertainment Committee
Newsletter Committee

Congratulations to all who have been promoted.
Supervising Warden
Jerome Davis
Waymond Isaacs
Wardens
William P. Clemons
Michael T. Fisher
Darlene Merritt
Raino Hills
Vanessa Singleton

the youth in

Deputy Warden
Alex T. Bailey
Ronnie Purvis
the
Sammie McCovey
Anthony Toulon

Your Guardians have sent a special message to
The youth of the Bronx…PULL THEM UP

Assistant Deputy Warden
Hazel Jennings
Chantelle Johnson
Melissa Matthews
Carolyn Saunders
Becky Scott

Newsletter 16

RECRUITMENT CONTEST

$500.00
TO THE FIRST MEMBER
WHO SUCESSFULLY
RECRUIT 50 NEW MEMBERS
UNIFORM OR NON-UNIFORM
INTO THE
GUARDIANS BEFORE THE
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
IN
NOVEMBER.
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ADVERTISE WITH THE GUARDIAN TIMES!
Call 917-671-7862 for more info!
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